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Nipa Palm Sugar Production and Marketing by Farmers
in Pak Phanang District of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) basic socio-economic circumstance of farmers,
(2) knowledge on Nipa Palm sugar planting and production by farmers, (3) Nipa Palm sugar production
by farmers, (4) Nipa Palm sugar marketing by farmers, and (5) problems and suggestions of farmers.

Population was a number of 831 Nipa Palm farmers in Pak Phanang District and by Yamane,
a number of 271 samples were identified with simple random sampling. Data were collected by
structured interview questionnaire and analyzed by computerized program. Data were described by
descriptive statistics including percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value and standard
deviation.

Research findings were showed that: (1) 54.2% of the farmers were male with the average age
of 54.32 years. The average household member was 4.08 persons. Most of them finished primary
education and did not hold any social leader position. The average experience in Nipa Palm sugar
production was 28.89 years. Their main occupation was Nipa Palm sugar production. They learned
Nipa Palm planting from their ancestor. The average of owned Nipa Palm planting area was 9.42 rai (1
rai = 1,600 square meters). The average household labor was 2.24 persons. The average income from
agricultural sector was 109.166.79 baht/year. The average expense on Nipa Palm sugar production was
11,481.38 baht/year. Most of the farmers spent their own capital in Nipa Palm sugar production. (2)
Most of them planted Nipa Palm on lowland, sandy clay, brackish water where once was forest with an
average age of 74.98 years. Most of them did not apply fertilizer, average pruning work was 1.98
times/year, and no disease was found. The average planting duration till harvest was 6.53 years. The
average Nipa Palm sugar production in 2013 was 4.14 months. The average planting area was 8.5 rai.
The average product was 20.09 kg/day (3) Selling through middlemen at average price of 1,011.24
baht/bucket. (4) The knowledge in Nipa Palm sugar production was at the highest level. (5) The overall
problem in production and marketing was at low level. They suggested that the product quality be
guaranteed. To bargain products price, they should form up agricultural integration. Government
sector or relevant agricultural extension agencies should support and provide knowledge on processing
which would enable farmers to produce diverse types of product. Besides, problems in brine invasion
should be solved as well.

Keywords: Nipa palm sugar, Production and marketing, Nakhon Si Thammarat Provine
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